THE    ROSE    AND   THE    RING

CHAPTER   FIVE

How Princess Angelica took a little maid

ONE day, when die Princess Angelica was quite
a little girl, she was walking in the garden of
the palace, with Mrs. Gruffanuff, the governess,
holding a parasol over her head, to keep her sweet
complexion from the freckles, and Angelica was
carrying a bun, to feed the swans and ducks in the
royal pond.

They had not reached the duck-pond, when there
came toddling up to them such a funny little girl!
She had a great quantity of hair blowing about her
chubby little cheeks, and looked as if she had not been
washed or combed for ever so long. She wore a
ragged bit of a cloak, and had only one shoe on.

"You little wretch, who let you in here?" asked
Gruffanuff.

"Give me dat bun/1 said the little girl, "me vely
hungy."

"Hungry! what is that?" asked Princess Angelica,
and gave die child the bun.
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